Radiologic changes of the temporomandibular joint after condylar fractures in childhood.
The purpose of this investigation was to study the radiologic outcomes of pediatric condylar fractures. Radiographs of 37 patients with 45 condylar fractures that had been diagnosed at the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Helsinki University Central Hospital were retrospectively reviewed. The frequency and characteristics of incomplete remodeling at an average of 4.1 years after the injury were studied. The influence of age and fracture type on remodeling were considered. Incomplete remodeling was observed after 56% of the fractures. The most frequent signs of incomplete remodeling were alteration in the configuration of the surface of the condylar head and deformation of the condylar neck. Incomplete remodeling was frequently (83%) related to fracture dislocation. For this fracture type the radiologic prognosis seems poor in all age groups. A difference in ramus height between the 2 sides was observed in 52% of the fractures, particularly frequently (80%) after fracture dislocation. Radiologic aberrations are frequent after pediatric condylar fractures. Dislocated fractures, in particular, need special attention and long-lasting clinical follow-up.